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‘-3‘5% zather up our chicks and the desbroyers make z final count of
noses and then we head for Empress Augusts Bay. The entive three hour
action Das been fought in a eircle with a radius of twenbty miles. Three
hours efrlier we had sighted the enemy thirty miles offshore. In the
interlm, we have fought east and west about thirty wiles, north and
south aboul twenty. Ye secure from gene ral cuar ters aboubt six 2.m.
and go below for a com of coffee a nd abibte to eat.

But the resplite isn't to laszt for long., &% seven forty~-five a.m,.,
gene ral guarters sounds and we race topside, Large gro ups of enemy
Plane s are coming in., 4% eight hundred they are here~-bebtween sixty
and sevenity Aichl nineby~nine dive bombers, easily identifisble by thalr
fized landing gear. They can't bs golng to make too steep & dive, how-
ever, as they are only twelve thousand feet up. At eight four all hell
busts loose. The Nips are coming in in scattered groups, in glyda-typs
forty-degres dives, strafing as they swoop past. HNob & single vowb hit
is ecored. We sven turn the after turret of our maln babbery loose on
one and blew him to biks. Two bombs land close aboard snd shake ug bad-
ly, but no damage done. At eight twelve all sorts of Falling planes sre a
around the formabtion. At least five enemy sirmen bail cub only to dle
benieath the waves. One pllot parachutes down off our port beam, o bave
four-hundred yards away from me. He ls unfortunsteély im the direct line
of machine zun fire and the twentles and forties cut him to shreads,

_ Ab elght twelve and =z ha 1f, a secend wave is sbout Tthroughs They
dive over selected targeis and then stbtempt to skim away at wave level.
This ship ha 8 alrveady 2 ccounted for five of the enemey by ibself., AL
eight twenty-elght all remaining enemy planes are gone., They didn't
seem overly enthunsiastie about thelr job. Qulite & few did not even
disgorge thely boubs, ' _

- We'lve been at our battle stabions over twelve hours of the past thirtye
two and ab emse abt battle statioms for eboub half again as long, bus 5

when I go below, I find the wardroom jsmmed with noisy, enthusiasitie
though tired oifle ers.

It seems inerecible that only thirty~two hours ago we were bombarding
Buka, that only a day a go we were duslling briskly with shore batteries
in the Shortland Island prior to bombarding, This bombardment, incldent-
ally, represented the first daylight bombardment carried ocut during this
war. Single shots of shore batleries, whose calibres ranged from three
to six Inches, splashed avound us liberally and several whistled ¥
through the mast, '

Lastly, I can think of no bebter way of closing this report than by
ma king publlec the ¥ ex of a message Admiral Merrill sent te all units
of his task forcss "Seldom has & tesk force been called upon Yo accomp~
1ish such varied and dlfficult misslons in so brief a period, Seldom, if
ever, ha ve these misslons besn sceomplished so thoroughly and at so lit~ ;
tle cost. Our folks at home need have no anxlebty as to the oubcome of thig |
or any obther war as long as they continue to produce such fighters to
man our fine ships. God bless 211 of you. ¥ /s// ADMIRAL MERRILL
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